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Brush up

INSPIRATION CAN COME FROM ANYWHERE - EVEN A CHAIR

By Heather Bruno-Sears

When working in a particular color scheme — sometimes it's fun to inject a pop of color and/or ornament that adds per-
sonality and excitement without overpowering the room. For ornamental decorative paint finishes, seeds of inspiration
are often found in window treatment, pillow, and upholstered chair fabrics. A recent commission highlights the process
of gleaning inspiration from a fabric bolt used to upholster two armchairs.

A client requested a family room fea-

ture wall inspired by upholstered arm-
chalr fabric. | traced the omament on a
sheet of mylar and hand-cut a template to
lay the design out on a 30-foot expanse
of wall,

Fhotes courtesy of Hesthsr Bronc-Sears

With the family room walis base-coated a rich shade of
Saitboat Biue, | began stenciiing the basic layout of the
omamental fabric pattern.

The fabric-

Inspired oma-
ment perfectly fit
the expanse of
the feature wall,
and was a lovely
complement to the
bold, elaborate
woochworlk,

After the ormament was

mapped out, | reworked the
entire design with a half-inch
brush. Most guests thought
the finish was wallpaper.

The seed of

inspiration
found in design
accents...that tie it
all together into a
beautiful package’
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4 Heather Bruno-Sears is
decarative artist from
sSkaneateles. You can
redd her blogat heath-
erbrunosears.com.
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